® /\
@ et

LOTTERY FUNDED
/\/\/\/\
Belfast Hills

Seasonal Task RepoiVinter, December February

Our winter conservation tasks have been very varied: there has been plenty of planting and
copious cutting, interspersed with much maintenance and habitat management and one
hugeriver clean up to round it all offin fact, t was so busy with planting this seasthat |

put on an extra weekly conservatidask to get all the trees in the ground before spring!
We managed to plare huge amountover 1km of hedingandthousands of treesWe have

also welcomed 12 new volunteers to our regular crew plus we had a huge turnout for the
river clean up in February. All in all a very successfsion!

Planting: trees and hedges
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Carnmoney, hedge: 3®an
Aughrim Quarry, hedge’915", 22" Feb

This seasoseens to have been dominated by planting, with a huge number of trees and hedging

plants planted over various locations across the hills. Winter is the ideal time to plant as the trees

are dormant and so will not be affected by being moved aroulv@. planted a986m stretch of

KSR3IS 4 ! dZAKNRY vdzZ- NNE ® ¢ KA dy fikiry RIn® gapsibetiveed OG0 | &
woodland and other hedge rows for wildlife to safely travel between. It will provide shelter, nesting

habitat and food in an otherwise fartreeless landscapedue to fields and the carry site. Wealso

planted 126m ofhedgerowup on Carnmoney. The old hedge was coppiced (cut back) so we were
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restore the site and start off the creation of native deciduous woodland. The weather was not on
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whizz forward 20 years to see what the sites will all liiicsd

acWill's Quarry Carnmoney Hill




Pathinspection andmaintenance

Divis: 7' Jan
Ligoniel Dams: Z1Jan
Slievenacloy: 28Jan, 28 Feb

Path inspections are importards the results can indicate to the site manager if anything needs
maintenance. They also show whether the path is being used or desire lines are oteddsie

lines are where people have left the path for a more direct or desirable route. This can cause
problems as paths are put in place to keep people off the sudounarea for a variety of reasons
including erosion and wildlife disturbance. Making a note of desire lines and their location helps site
managers decide whether to change the path to include desire lines, if plausible, or whether to
improve the path andlock off desire lines. Our first task back after Christmas was a path inspection
of the Divis Summifrail; it was a lovely opportunity to have a walk and a catch up after the
holidays. We also carried out some maintenance work on the Ligoniel Dams ipetiméy scraping

up leaves which can make the paths quite slipp@rnother part of path maintenance is making sure
the drainage ditches at the side of the path and cross drains are clear, we did this up on Slievenacloy
in the bitter cold!

Scruband plant clearance

Aughrim Quarry: 14Jan
Slievenacloy: 28Jan, 18 Feb
Half Moon Lake:4Feb
Carnmoney: 11 Feb

Colin Glen: Z5Feb

As it is out of nesting season, we are able to clear plants as well as plant them. We clear scrub for
various reasons:ot clear an area for future planting, to manage the spread of scrub into different
habitats, to achieve optimum habitat for certain wildlife and to prevent scrub from choking other
plants. We cleared vegetation off a bank that is used by solitary beese&tiing on Slievenacloy.



Solitary bees are important little pollinators and, as their name suggests, live alone rather than in
hives like bumble or honey bees. They nest in bare soil banks and along paths which is why we were
stripping vegetation off the bk to create optimum nesting habitat for them. In Colin Glen we were
hard at work managing the spread of dogwood. Although this is a native shrub, it spreads rapidly and
thickly, meaning it takes over areas if left unmanaged. We were clearing the frotatlkezp it from
spreading into woodland and meadow habitat at the top end of Colin Glenspent a fun morning
cutting back vegetation from parts of a stream on Carnmoney. This will increase the sunlight that
reaches the stream and its banks, therefomcreasing the biodiversity of the stream and
surrounding area.

Willow management and filtration bed creation
Half Moon Lake: 4Feb

There are hundreds of species of willow with around 6 nativéheoUK.Willow is a fantastic tree

that you often see growing at the side of rivers or in wetieil making it a great tree for planting in
wetlands or boggy places where other trees would strug@le were in Half Moon Lake coppicing
willow to help future growthas the long straight stems are used for shelter building and weaving.
We used the cuttings to make a filtration bed for the stream that feeds the lake. This filtration bed is
important and needed as the water that flows down into the lake flows througtidestial areas

and can be quite polluted. The willow helps to clean the water by absorbing the pollution and
naturally degrading it. It is very easy to create willow filtration beds as all you have to do is stick a
willow stick in the ground and it wilbot itself and grow with no other effort on our part needed.



River clean up
GlasNa-Bradan:27" Feb

For the last winter Big Saturday Task, we headed over toMN&&radan Glen in Newtownabbey to

help the GlasNaBradanConservation Association clean up the river and surrounding area. We had

a fantastic turnoutg 20 strongg and cleared a huge amount of rubbish in a small amount of time.

For the first part of the task, the Association demonstrated how to test for watedity. Water

quality tests are important to determine the health of the stream and to find where there are
sources of pollution and how it affects the water quality. We then spread out across the glen to
clean it up. We recovered 5 shopping trolleys/hich turned out to be very useful to transport the
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countless bags of general rubbish including household bin waste and, most curiously, a 1960s sit
downironing board.







